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As we step into a vibrant new fall season, the Canadian Dance
Teachers Association is delighted to celebrate the wonderful
turnout at our recent Dance Teacher Expo classes. Our
community continues to grow and thrive from coast to coast.

We extend a heartfelt welcome to all our new members . We’re
thrilled to have you with us and look forward to supporting your
journey as part of our national teaching community.

As the 2026-2027 season begins, we encourage every member to
stay active, stay connected, and take full advantage of the many
opportunities available — especially our webinars, which offer
accessible, engaging professional development throughout the
year.

Wishing each of you a happy fall and a successful season ahead.
May your studios be filled with creativity, growth, and joyful
dancing.
Julie Dionne
Honourary Member

CDTA Website/Media Director
Public Relations '
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From the Desk of our Exam Registrar...

From the Desk of our Exam Registrar...

Welcome again to Oct 2026 “Exam News”!!

First, we have now launched the registration of exams through the
CDTA Exam Portal. Yay!! Some of you have already started using it and the
feedback has been very positive.
I am always here to answer any questions you have along the way.
Our exam entry deadline is now - THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15,

for all exams taking place November 15 - December 20.

(We are no longer using Part A & B entry forms for any exams except Ballroom.)

For Student Exams...
Please make sure you have downloaded the two new Handbooks for student exams.
Login, click on “Exams”, click on “Examinations - Student”, and you will see them:
1. CDTA Student Examination Handbook (Sept 2026)

This includes lots of important info including how to register for exams in the Exam Portal, as well as all
the current exam entry fees and the time allotments for each grade when entering or creating your
schedule.

2. Student Examinations - Notes and Procedures (Sept 2026)

This PDF describes what is to be asked in exams, whether you are leading them on video, zooming them,
or having them in-person. Examiners will also be using these documents when conducting exams in-
person.

Please note that for Tap and Jazz exams, there are different Notes between the Current Syllabus and the
NEW Syllabi for Tap and Jazz (optional this year).

For Professional Exams and Accreditation...
Please make sure you download the info you need from the website.
Login, click on “Exams”, click on Examinations - Professional”. There you will find:
the Manual you need, Associate or Licentiate, the entry form,
and the CDTA Professional Examination Handbook (Sept 2026).
Alternately, some of you are pursuing your accreditation through our new TTP course. This exciting pilot
project for Tap and Jazz has 30 teachers registered.
Best of luck to all of you as you navigate through the courses and assignments throughout the year! And
thank you to Julie Dionne, our course instructor.

Just a few reminders...
* Exam entry fee payments are to be made after you are invoiced by the Office.
* The next exam deadline is Monday, December 1 - for exams Jan. 15 - Mar. 14, 2027.
* Make sure you are using the most recent syllabus, or have downloaded any syllabus revisions from the
website. If you aren’t sure, please send me an email.

Wishing all of you a fabulous year ahead!
Until next time..”Keep on Dancing!”

Melody-Lynn Drewitz-Van Veen, CDTA-HM, B.ED, RAD RTS
CDTA National Past President and Exam Registrar
exams@cdtanational.ca
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If you have any questions
contact Melody-Lynn
Drewitz-Van Veen

examsecdtanational.ca

Go to CDTANATIONAL.CA and
use our new
Exam Portal
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NOTIFY YOUR
DANCERS

WE HAVE A PAGE
FOR THEM!

monthly affirmation

monthly dance clip

Did you know?

Name this famous dancer.
Upcoming Webinars/Courses
CDTA Ambassador 2026 Corner
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“FEATURE
TIP”

Promote Yourself or
your studio!

Subm|t a teaching tip, costuming tip,
competition tip etc.

Forward your tip along with a headshot to
marketing@cdtanational.ca
Next CDTA Newsletter January 15, 2027
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CROSS TRAINING FOR DANCE:

PERIODIZATION, PLANNING, AND PREPARATION
WITH DR. STEPHEN GRAY FROM MADE TO MOVE

his lecture looks at
upplementary cross
raining for dancers in
erms of periodization,
ools to plan a versatile
ind thorough class, and
ow to prepare your own
ody for the year ahead as
| dance educator.

$40 MEMBERS, $50 NON-MEMBERS

“The Unique Needs of Male-Identifying
Dancers in Training”

Register o 1
Today * HR

lan Pars.on_s_ ——— -

11:30am-1:00pm BC
12:30pm-2:00pm - AB/SK/MB
1:30pm - 3:00pm- ON
2:30pm-4:00pm - ATL )
3:00pm-4:30pm - NL £

SUCCESS

PLANNING AHEAD FOR
A STRONGER DANCE YEAR

SOPRO
Consulting


https://cdtanational.ca/courses/

33:?::::3: (I:::TTIE www.cdtanational.ca
events@cdtanational.ca
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A NOTE FROM OUR EVENTS COORDINATOR

What an exciting start to our 2026/27 season! It has been wonderful seeing members come
together to learn, connect, and share their passion for dance. A sincere thank you to our
Professional Development / Health & Wellness Committee, presenters, and members for
helping bring these learning opportunities to life!
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Our Fall Professional Development Lineup

We kicked off August with Childhood Expressions Master Class with Jane Davis Munro and
Lara Munro, and Contemporary Movement with Lindsay Harpham. October brought Building
Stronger Dancers with Cassandra Knisley, focusing on injury prevention and dancer wellness.

There is still plenty to look forward to!
* October 25:
o Cross Training for Dance: Periodization, Planning & Preparation
» presented by Dr. Stephen Gray
* November 4:
o The Unique Needs of Male-ldentifying Dancers in Training
» presented by lan Parsons
* November 29:
o Planning Ahead for a Stronger Dance Year
» presented by Olivia Grayce
We hope these sessions inspire fresh ideas and continued growth in your teaching!

Dance Jam 2026 - Another Wonderful Day of Dance!

On Sunday October 4, Dance Jam welcomed 424 dancers and teachers from 33 studios to
the Saskatoon Inn & Conference Centre!l

It was a fantastic day of learning, inspiration, and connection! Seeing dancers and teachers
reconnect with old friends, make new ones, and celebrate their love of dance in a non-
competitive environment continues to make Dance Jam so special.

A heartfelt thank you to our faculty, assistants, volunteers, and participating studios for
making this event possible!

Keep Learning with the CDTA Education Centre

As the dance season gets busier, remember that our Education Centre offers recorded
webinars and professional development resources to explore whenever it works best for you!

Looking Ahead to CDTA's 80th Anniversary!

Planning has officially begun for CDTA's 80th Anniversary celebration in July 2029 in Toronto,
in conjunction with the Toronto Dance Teachers' Expo! Our committee is exploring exciting
ways to bring members together to celebrate eight decades of dance education, dedication,
and community. Stay tuned for more details as plans develop!

Thank you to everyone who continues to support CDTA's educational programming. | look
forward to another wonderful season of learning, growing, and connecting with our dance
community!

CONTHCT Yours in dance,

Event Coordinator — CDTA National w &




If you wish to have your
business join the
association, click here.
For only $119.00 you
receive
4 ads per season to help
you connect with dance

AUGUST 18, 2025 18SuE &

CANADIAN DANCE TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION

teachers and dancers from [e-i=usieter

coast to coast.
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Business Affiliates 2026-2027
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& Order early to get the best ship dates
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* PROUDLY CANADIAN MADE FOR OVER 35 YEARS
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New Season % New Collections % New Online Ordering System

www.costumesbyjazzamatazz.com
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DANCE COMBETITION
Ilancqwitl} us in2027!

March 26-27 Y
Blue Mountain, ON
Niagara Falls, ON
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Hamilton, ONEs
Gatineau, 06

April 15-18
Niagara Falls, ON
April 22-25
Calyary, AB

April 30-May 2

Blue Mountain, ON* ...
w  NEW FOR 2027:

May79 *Guaranteed
Blue Mountain, ON* 3-day events

Niagara Falls, ON* al specitic locations

as)

May 13-16 -
Blue Mountain, ON ﬂ\lﬁgﬂ YEARS OF IlnN[:E'
May 27/28-30 E I.,EGE nMII.Y FUN!
Blue Mountain, ON Ny =y
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READY TO UPGRADE
HOW YOU RUN YOUR .5
COMPETITION? €

SmartScore Pro brings studio
management and competition
organization into one easy-to-
use platform.

A

FOR YOUR FOR YOUR STUDIO

v Online registration v Classes & dancers

v/ Scheduling & sessions v Registration & family accounts
v Digital adjudication v Invoicing & online payments
v/ Routine management v Attendance & scheduling

v Results & awards v/ Email communication

v Competition website v Teacher accounts

Try SmartScore Pro
for FREE today

\Z www.smartscorepro.com
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FINANCIAL

CDTA GROUP HEALTH PLAN

A plan created specifically for the dance community.

Your plan can cover:
e Health o Prescription drugs Scan here for

« Dental « Hospital accommodations more info!
e Vision o Emergency travel medical care

Registering is as Scan here to join

easy as 5, 6, 7, 8! your program

CDTA GROUP INVESTMENT PLAN

Learn about the program, how you can save, the
funds you can invest in, set goals, and track your

To register: progress all in one spot!

1. Set up your Manulife ID
2.Sign up for your plan(s) Before you Start, knOW:
a.Enter your access code so you can
select your plans, beneficiaries, and
funds. Click “submit” to save your
information
b.Your plan administrator may need
to approve your enrollment before
you can access your online account
3. Explore your account

Your plan’s access code: 4K12hAFG
Your plan’s policy number: 55506982
Your social insurance number

Who your beneficiaries will be

Use today’s date as the date of eligibility
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E.D.G.E.

BUSINESS CONSULTING

Engage. Develop. Grow. Evolve.

Practical business guidance for every stage of studio ownership.

Studio owners are accustomed to making decisions, solving problems and
supporting the people around them. Sometimes it helps to have someone
outside the day-to-day to look at the bigger picture and think through
the next steps with you.

With nearly 30 years of studio management and consulting
experience, Debra brings practical, collaborative business
support to dance studio owners,

Some of the Ways | can Support You and Your Studio

FINANCIAL CLARITY BUSINESS PLANNING ADVISORY, PLANNING &
& PRICING & OPERATIONS DECISION SUPPORT
Understand the numbers, costs, Review and simplify systems, A trusted outside perspective
pricing and what the studio workflows, staffing and when working through decisions,
needs to generate. everyday studio operations. changes, or new opportunities.

Sometimes a conversation is the best place to start.

Visit EdgeBusinessConsulting.ca to learn more, or reach out directly.

@ EdgeBusinessConsulting.ca
DX debra@edgebusinessconsulting.ca

NATIONRAV
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childhood [
N expressions”

fine arts preschool

(Grow as an educator.

Inspire young minds.

» -
Join the January Childhoo ssions

Certified Educaiﬁ"fﬁ\waitlist to get
CDTA Spgglfll pricing.

b

Start Date

Recognized by

the Canadian Dance

Teachers Association
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INSTRUCTOR
ILATES CERTIFICATION
FORDANCERS® SO URSE

NOVEMBER 8™, 2026
3600A Laird Rd., Unit 1, Missisauga, ON

VISIT PILATESFORDANCERS.CA FOR
INFORMATION & REGISTRATION
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Share your studio
Halloween Pictures!
#cdtanational
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